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On May 5 in Havana, Carlos Lage, head of the economy section of the Communist Party's politburo,
told reporters that economic growth has occurred in some sectors, but not enough to compensate for
losses caused by the dissolution of the Eastern bloc and the Soviet Union. Cuban import capacity is
down 58% compared to 1989. Lage said Cuba would approach its goal of 6 million tons of petroleum
imports this year, down from about 13 million tons before the crisis. Havana has also finalized
agreements to sell 1 million tons of sugar at world market prices. In March, the London-based
International Sugar Organization reported that Cuba exported 6.767 million tons of the product in
1991, down from about 7.1 million tons in 1990 and 1989. Cuban officials said recently they would
have to struggle to reach a total harvest of 6 million tons this year because of inclement weather,
and declines in the use of fertilizer and farm machinery. Last year's harvest totaled 7.6 million tons.
Lage noted output growth in nickel mining, and for several food crops, including tubers, vegetables,
fruits, and legumes. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse, Associated Press, 05/05/92)
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